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It’s a very good question, I wish I had a good answer. Last year, I did more than 100
interviews on Russian TV trying to prevent this war. Once the war started, I was very
critical of Russia for invading. And so, they stopped inviting me onto Russian TV, but

lately I've started to get invited back again.

Last week I got invited on this very, very popular show, it’s a talk show with Vladimir
Solovyov, who’s maybe the most popular host in Russia, who is a real pro-Putin
hardliner. And I told him that I'm very critical of the war. They wanted me on anyway,

and we began by talking about the nuclear threat as a result of the war.

We agreed that the nuclear threat was real, and then I use that to segue into the need
for immediate negotiations, stopping this war now because it’s too dangerous.
Peter Kuznick: And then he asked me who should take the initiative. And I said Putin
should take the initiative. Putin should reach out to Zelensky and begin the

negotiating process.

But the problem is all of my Russian friends who are still in Russia agree with Putin,
think that Russia is the victim here and that the invasion is justified, and they

shouldn’t compromise.

T've done several TV shows with Ukrainian members of parliament and Ukrainian

experts, and they all say Ukraine is justified and Ukraine should not negotiate, giving



back a single foot of territory, not let Russia get a single foot of Ukraine. That no

agreement is acceptable unless they get back the Donbas and they get back Crimea.

Nobody was willing to compromise right now. And that’s very, very dangerous.
Zelensky has made clear that he is not willing to negotiate, to give up any territory,
accept any compromise. Putin is not sounding like he’s willing to compromise, and so

we're in a very, very difficult situation.

In the beginning, Macron was making a real effort. Erdogan was making an effort.
There were statesmen who were trying to intervene, to end this very quickly. And the
negotiations were making some progress. Until the war crimes were exposed in Bucha.

And then the negotiations stopped completely and have not resumed.

So, we do need a people’s movement. If people around the world, just like we did with
the TPNW, when people around the world said no more nuclear weapons, we have to
ban them immediately, people around the world have gotta say no more war in
Ukraine or anywhere else. We have real problems we’ve gotta get solved, and maybe
the fact that they did reach an agreement about [Ph: brain] cells. Maybe that’s a stop
in the right direction. Maybe the fact that Blinken and Lavrov spoke today for the first
time since July. That Biden and Xi Jinping spoke yesterday. Maybe there are some
positive signs are emerging. And you know, we have to kind of grasp at everything we

can right now because we're in such a crisis situation.

I did learn one other thing today that was encouraging. I learned that the Pope, Pope
Francis is planning to visit Russia and Ukraine. He might be the one global figure at
this point who can speak to everybody and, you know, we're kinda desperate. I wish
Guterres was playing a more prominent role. Anybody who can provide that kind of
leadership, and the pope has been a moral voice and understand this. He’s talked about
NATO provocation. And he’s also talked about the need for ending this immediately. So

hopefully, he will go soon and have some, at least give everybody an opportunity to
walk it back.
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Bernie Sanders, who I supported, has been disappointing. The American progressives,
the liberals in the democratic party have been no better than the Republicans.
This has been a bipartisan effort. Democrats and Republicans have all been supporting
Ukraine and wanting to send more arms. And Bernie Sanders has not been outspoken

against that.



However, just yesterday, two leaders of the progressive caucus in congress said
enough of the war fighting, we need to negotiate. That’s the first time I've heard
progressives saying that. So that’s a very important step in the right direction. They
sent out a letter to other members of congress urging them to push for negotiation.
Biden needs a lot of pressure before he’s going to give up the attempt to defeat Russia
and end this as quickly as possible. What’s so crazy about it is that Biden is effectively,
by saying that we're going to keep these sanctions, the effect they’re having is to bring
the republicans back to power. The same republicans who tried to overthrow the
constitution are being given ammunition to come to power again because inflation is so
high partly because of the US sanctions. So, it’s a crazy policy, hopefully the
progressives will understand that, end the sanctions and figure out a way to end the
war. Right now, they’re encouraging Zelensky not to negotiate, not to compromise. The

Americans and the British are the worst. Maybe that won’t change.
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